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Hereis J ai me KHEephargt Trunk Nebula, IC 1396 , from Withlacoochee River Park .
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Modern Amateur

| would like to take a moment to point out how far amateur

O Mme

astronomy has come, specifically in terms of imaging ability with
our equipment in the past few years.

Since the 90 s and the beginn ras f
sky imaging, amateurs have been able to get photos that rival
those of the famed professional i n th
and 70 s. The iigedgephanhTrunkiNebulb ¢ f t
takenby the Hubble Telescope in 2021; now compar,e tha
whichhe t ook with his Celestron RASA 11 on an i Optron
at Withlacoochee River Par k. I f that doesn t make vy

T he ¢ NewdMom observing weekend
will be held October 1%-3" at Withlacoochee

This month s general m River Park east of Dade City.
on Friday, September 24™ at 8:00 PM. The

meeting will be both /n person at St.

September General Meeting

' . e .
Petersburg College , Gibbs (-Zampus,-64.105 5 \ NEW
Avenue North, Natural Science Building, i\ll(l)l()\\l‘

o 4 P I\ )

Classroom 232, 2nd floor (map on last page) , AR |\{|‘\f;f|{
and also be virtual . Lo PARK

PLF.ASE \'VF.AR' YOUR MASK!

The main program will be presented by

Director -at-Large and former club President,

Kyle Brinkman , and is titled , The James

Webb Telescope, A New View N ew S PAC M em be I'S

We would like to welcome Therese Simoneau,

Dave & Deborah Catalano, Carmarie
Figueroa, John & Jeffrey Melrose, and Naj

To attend virtually with GoToMeeting.com , Muthu & Evelyn Royal to our family of

join from your computer, tablet or smartphone members.

by clicking here.

You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (786) 535 -3211
Access Code: 192-720-429
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Octaolestronomical Ever

STEVEROBBINS

October 7, Mars will be in conjunction
with the Sun, on the far side.

October 8, the Moon will be at perigee,
363,388 km from Earth.

October 9, Mercury will be at inferior
conjunction with the Sun. How close to the
Sun can you spot Mercury?

October 12, the Moon will be at greatest

southern declination -2 6. 08 b.
October 16 Venus wi |
Antares.

October 21, one day after the full Moon is
that Orionid Meteor Showe .

October 24, the Moon will be at apogee,
405,616 km from Earth.

October 25, Mercury will be at greatest

el ongati on, 18. 4D west
October 29, Venus will be at greatest
el ongation, 47.0b east
October s full m o Feulh
Hunt er s Moon.

11S

The Moon
New Moon 2 October 6
First Quarter 2 October 13
Full Moon 2 October 20
Third Quarter 2 October 28

Space Exploration News

STEVEROBBINS

Many are not aware that asteroid
Berthu whs chdden fraOSIRIB -Réx thecause it
is a Near Earth Object with a probability of a
I wi t h
Network of tracking antennas

future col i Si on

refined
orbit to significantly greater precision than was
available before, allowing predictions of lower
probabilities for collision in its next encounter,
o fin thelyeaar 2635.n .
In the next 24 hours, SpaceX will be
o flautichirgy 18spiration4 ,
orbital mission, taking non -astronauts Jared
I Ysaadman, Ha§lsl Arderdegux, Chris Sembroski
and Dr. Sian Proctor on a three day mission to
an orbit half again higher than the ISS. This

mi S s i

the very all civilian

S t o benef
And
conspicuous thoughtfulness, the crew will be

that will

on

Research Hospital. in a gesture of

conducting medical experiments

qualify them as astronauts after the flight.

On Monday, September 12, Brazilian

amat eur astronomer

captured astonishing video of an asteroid

collision with Jupiter at 6:39 EDT. Taking all

night videos with his Newtonian Telescope
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https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-spacecraft-provides-insight-into-asteroid-bennu-s-future-orbit
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-spacecraft-provides-insight-into-asteroid-bennu-s-future-orbit
file:///C:/Users/miles/Downloads/Children’s%20Research%20Hospital
https://www.space.com/inspiration4-health-medical-science-research-plans
https://www.space.com/jupiter-impact-flash-photo-video
https://www.space.com/jupiter-impact-flash-photo-video
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275mm f/5,3 Newtonian Telescope with a
QHY5I1462C
Powermate 5x (f/26.5) eyepiece (si c) and an
IRUV cut filter.

Launch teams at Kennedy Space Center

camera, plus a Televue

have finished assembling the four ogive
t he
launch abort tower,

protective fairings f o r Ori on
The

containing the r ocket motors to pull Orion clear

abort system).

of any booster malfunction during launch were
already installed. Once completely assembled,
the Orion spacecraft will leave the Launch
Abort System Facility for the Vehicle Assembly
Building, where it will be mated to the S LS
booster

2022 SPAC Officers

. L
M As there are no new nominations for

this coming year, and Kyle Brinkman has
agreed to continue as Director -at-Large, the

2021 officers are renewed for 2022 .

President , Brad Perryman
Vice President , Paul Krahmer
Secretary , Shirley Vuille
Treasurer , Jim Hu nter
2022 Director , Kyle Brinkman
2021 Director, Jack Fritz

2020 Director , Steven Gaber

JJ

SPAC Astrophotography Ci

JAIME KENAS

Over the past few years, interest in
a}_st'&oghotoglraghﬁ r;]a% glqrown
tremendously. To help members along in
their astrophotography journey, we have
launched a new website to provide useful
information & resources. The URL for the
website

is http://www.stpeteastronomy.club/ We plan

to provide a variety of content including:
How to articles on
planning, setup, acquisition, processing, etc
Sample image data for
processing practice
Equijpment selection guides
Product reviews
Image galleries
For anyone that would like to assist in
creating content, please reach outto Jamie
Kenas - kenas@hotmail.com

Page 4


https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/
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LAST CHASBAC Raffle Telescc

Our last raffle was a /Auge success and in the interim for our OBS Raffle Scope, our club
received a donation of a Meade Lx200 Classic Schmidt Cassegrainian scope. Please click HERE

to purchase raffle tickets . We will draw the winne r during our general meeting on September 24 ™,
THE LAST DAY YOU CAN PURCHASE TICKETS is September 23 ™. You do not need to be a club
member to win nor be present. However, you must pick up the telescope .

ST PETERSBURG ASTRONOMY GLUB

WWW.STPETEASTRONOMYCLUB.ORG

TELESCOPE RAFFLE

<
e"o
/ eb

DRAWING HELD ON 9/24'/'2‘1“ -

sm/TchEr@EfnR 3

YOU DON'T NEED TO BE A CLUB MEMBER OR PRESENT TO WIN!

Page 5


https://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/raffle.php

St. Petersburg Astronomy Club  Examiner September 2021

VOTE for the 2022n»B&Eesign

The SPAC board has chosen the top three submissions from our membership for the 2022

Orange Blossom Special star party commemorative t -shirt. All registered SPAC members have

until OCTOBER 1* to vote online by following the link at OBS T-SHIRT VOTING . The results will

be tallied and announced at both the business and general meetings next month, as well as the

October edition of the Examiner .

AA @ customink.com (¢
?8‘. (y]n Q B Nit

Orange \
Blossom
Special

Orange
Blossom
Special

St. Petersburg Astronomy Club .. et 1927 St. Petersburg Astronomy Club .. et 1927

STt

‘OBs :

ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL

¥ T

Product Add Text Add Art Upload Names
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F6THZ96
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New Moon V\ssiterghad

GUY EARLE

The true /ntrepid Field Reporter will be back soon enough, as | lack Kelly Anderson s
eloquence. This past New Moon Weekend saw the return of SPAC members, many of whom came
out of summer hiding from the mosquitoes and heat to brave a potential dark sky . SPAC ers started
coming out on Thursday, and rumor has it that Frida
until nearly 5AM . Sadly, this astronomer did not get the chance (work, blah) to show up until

Saturday afternoon . | was stunned by the clear blue skies at 3PM. It was going to be a good night!

Then sunset came, and the clouds rolled in, with a very brief sucker hole to take an image
Venus before the sky was lost. About an hour later the planets poked out, teased for a little bit,
then snuck back behind the cloud cover. Hearing reports from Tampa, where it was pouring rain,
the SPAC members could see the line of storms slowly edging n  orth towards us at the park. By
around 11:30, | became a bit nervous and packed up my gear, and within an hour drizzle could be
felt and the scramble to cover telescopes began.
It may have been a crummy Saturday night, but it was great to see everyone aga in after four to
five months away. | would be chided by Mike Partain if | did not mention something that happened
on Saturday that was met by other SPAC members with complete disbelief. Children cried, men
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and women pulled on their hair and howled in the h  orror, dogs hid and cats hissed, and this
astronomer operated an SCT. Yes, quoting Dave Richmond, hell had indeed frozen over.

We were donated a very fine collection of equipment by local
astronomer Howard Merrill, one of which is a Celest
Schmidt - Cassegrain. My current planetary imaging telescope at
home is a 16° f/ 4.5 reflector, and in 28 years in S
own or even use an SCT.|  alveays used reflectors, specifically
Dobsonians or more recently German Equatorial mounts , so my
experimentation, however brief, with an SCT was met with much

disbelief.Don t worry, all is fine nowfewmnbtbkel - m back to m
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